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Melbourne No1 Ale Yeast 

Johnson again, “Yeast weakness on the authors’ arrival in 1910 was distressingly prevalent.” 
A very short experience (a few weeks merely), sufficed to show the pressing need of a yeast 
suitable to Australian conditions, climate and the brewers’ amazing fondness of sugar. 

There is no need to enter into the details of the vast amount of work accomplished before the 
type isolated and now known throughout Australia as “Melbourne No.1” had proved itself the 
yeast every brewer was waiting for. It has the ability to ferment worts with 50% of the 
gravity composed of raw cane sugar, without the slightest sign of weakness; further, it is of 
such vigorous habit that pure cultures remain pure after re-sowing in brews covering a period 
of months … and if further evidence were needed there is scarcely a brewer of importance 
throughout the continent that has not written expressing his satisfaction and gratitude for the 
invariable good results following its use. 

i

Mr. Grove Johnson, F.C.S. has during the last 6 months 
made a special study of yeast suitable to Australian 
Conditions.  

This Yeast he has called Melbourne No.1. Pure 1oz. culture 
£5 5s. 

“Sugar Purchase: With my special Culture Yeast 
Melbourne. No.1; we have proved that Colonial Sugar can 
be used successfully.” ii 

“It may be mentioned that the single cell culture is particularly applicable to Australian 
conditions. All bottled beer is chilled and filtered; all cask condition required, may be obtained 
by controlling the gravity before racking and secondary fermentation flavours are generally 
unpopular and are not therefore provided for.” iii Secondary fermentation flavours not 
wanted!! Then he writes that, “It is safe to say after 7 years of Australian experience, that 
worts of 50% raw cane sugar fermented by a suitable yeast are in every way as healthy as 
fermentations at Burton-upon-Trent, where malt alone is generally used in brewing. 

Candidly and honestly this would have been considered impossible in England, though not 
merely its possibility, but its actuality, has been proved by daily practice in Australia for a 
great number of years.” iv Summarising, “Melbourne No.1. – Sacch. Cerevisiae (high 
fermentation), isolated from the Ballarat Brewing Co. Pty. Ltd. now used almost exclusively 
throughout Australian breweries.” v “The special advantage to be gained by the use of 
Melbourne No.1., is that, by its ability to ferment 50% of raw cane sugar, yeast weakness is 
overcome, and inversion (with the risk of arsenic) is unnecessary.” vi 

i ABJ 20/2/1911 p281 Advert 
ii Noel Butlin Z136/62 Grove Johnson Letter to Tooth’s board 30 October 1915 
iii (Johnson, The Australian brewing student's manual , 1917) p104 -105 
iv (Johnson, The Australian brewing student's manual , 1917) p106 
v (Johnson, The Australian brewing student's manual , 1917) pxiv 
vi (Johnson, The Australian brewing student's manual , 1917) pxvi 
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